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Background: People with heart disease (HD) are at increased risk of complications from influenza, and they were recommended to receive both seasonal influenza and influenza A (H1N1) 2009 monovalent vaccination.
Objective: To assess seasonal and H1N1 influenza vaccination coverage among people with HD in the United States for the 2009-10 season.
Methods: Data from BRFSS 2009-10 influenza supplemental telephone survey conducted during December 2009 were used to calculate vaccination coverage. SAS and SUDAAN were used to account for complex survey design.
Results: Among ~900 adults 25-64 years of age with HD (prevalence= 4%) the vaccination coverage for seasonal influenza and H1N1 was, respectively, 40.1% (95% CI= 33.0%-47.6%) and 9.2% (6.7-12.4). The coverage among ~1800 adults each with asthma (prevalence= 9%) and diabetes (prevalence= 8%), respectively, for seasonal influenza was 42.1% (37.0-47.3) and 45.2% (39.9-50.7). For H1N1, coverage was 15.4% (12.6-18.7) and 12.4% (9.9-15.3). The coverage for adults with HD was 40% lower than adults with asthma, p< 0.05. (Our presentation will be updated with data from the entire 2009-10 influenza season.)

Conclusions: During 2009-10, influenza vaccination levels among adults at high risk remained low. Those with HD had comparable rates of seasonal influenza vaccination to adults with asthma and diabetes. However, H1N1 vaccination levels were much lower for adults with HD compared to adults with asthma, possibly because those with HD have less contact with the health care system. In the future greater awareness is needed among patients and providers regarding the importance of both seasonal and pandemic influenza vaccination.

